
The Intercollegiate Studies Institute (ISI) is a
non-profit, non-partisan, tax-exempt

educational organization whose purpose is to
convey to successive generations of college youth
a better understanding of the values and
institutions that sustain a free and virtuous
society.

Through its integrated program of lectures,
conferences, publications, and fellowships, the
Institute annually works with hundreds of
thousands of students and faculty from coast to
coast. An array of free publications and other
resources is available to students and teachers.

To learn more about ISI and its collegiate
debate series, please visit www.isi.org or phone
(800) 526-7022.
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One of the perennial questions regarding human
freedom asks: What is the proper role of

government in the lives of a free people? The answers
to this question, which span the philosophical and
political spectrum, are varied and contentious. Yet,
how a person or a society answers it correlates to
the type of government they will tolerate or come
to expect.

The Intercollegiate Studies Institute (ISI) has been
defending the free exchange of ideas on America’s
campuses for over fifty years. In that tradition, ISI is
pleased to announce a new collegiate debate series
that focuses on the topic: “What is the Role of
Government in a Free Society?”

Organized around a central theme, these formal
collegiate debates aim to elevate and exemplify

civil discussion, promote genuine intellectual diversity
on college campuses, and encourage and inspire
college students and the general public to become
actively engaged with the books and ideas that have
shaped the American experiment in ordered liberty.
Topics addressed in the series may include:

• Should Government in a Free Society Define
Marriage?

• Can Church and State Co-Exist in a Free
Society?

• Does Global Free Trade Infringe upon
National Sovereignty and the Citizens of Free
Nations?

• Do America’s Founding Documents Properly
Secure Justice in a Free Society?

• In a Free Society, Should Government Fund
 the Arts?

• Is Affirmative Action Justified in a Free
Society?

The question of how free people govern
themselves is of perennial importance because

contemporary political and cultural issues
presuppose an answer to it. Collectively, however,
there would seem to be little agreement, and even less
discussion and reflection, on the proper role of
government in a free society.

“It is a shameful thing to be
weary of inquiry when what we search

for is excellent.”
—Marcus Tullius Cicero

What is The Role of
Government in a Free Society?

LEARN MORE

Debates are conducted on college campuses
across the country. Visit www.isi.org for debate

schedule, locations, and speakers. Streaming audio
and text versions of each debate will also be available
online at www.isi.org.

HOSTING A DEBATE

ISI works with student, faculty, and university-
wide organizations to co-sponsor events. For more

information on hosting and/or co-sponsoring a
debate with ISI, contact cicerospodium@isi.org
or (800) 526-7022.
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